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The Best Hotels in the World
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Jamaica

THEMOUNTAIN RETREAT
Highupinthe Blue Mountains, with
wrap-around-veranda cottages and
manicuredlawns, Strawberry Hill
reveals a different side to Jamaica. Drift
fromyourwooden four-poster to the
infinity pool overlookingKingston, or
goforahikeinthe lushnearby hills.
Keep your eyes peeled atbreakfast:
there's anon-siterecording studio —
you could spotthe likes of Lily Allen

there.Rooms sleeping three from £299,

B&B; strawberryhillhotel.com.

THESECRETBEACHSPOT
Barefoot vibes dominate at Jakes,
abohemianpadonalick of beach
inJamaica's southwest. You're miles
fromairports and majorbeachresorts,
which makes for quieter shores —and
unlike atflashmega-resorts, youcan
getrooms from £92.1f pockets allow,
goforoceanviews — candy-hued,
sea-shell-bedecked oceanfront
bungalows (from £320,roomonly)
arethebest. Doubles from£92,

roomonly; jakeshotel.com.
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Andthebest
hotelin...
BANGKOK
Slattedblinds and
creamy walls
ooze colonial
nostalgia, but
otherwiseall's
funkyinboutique
hotel 137 Pillars.
Thatincludes
acool city-view
roof pooland
alocation
(Sukhumvit) very
handy for hip,
nocturnal
Thonglor.Doubles
from£504,B&B,
with pre-dinner
cocktails;
137pillars.com.
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THE SEE-AND-BE-SEEN
RESORT

lanFleming wrote his 007 talesina
cliffside house onthe Jamaicannorth
coast,now part of GoldenEye, aglam,
low-key resort. Families cometo
lazeinbeachvillas andto stand-up
paddleboard aroundthe lagoon;
couples come to sink rum cocktails by
stripped-back-chic, stilted beach huts
overlookinglushhillside. Bringa crowd
of 10 to hire Fleming's villa — it costs
from £6,127 anight. Doubles from £434,
roomonly; goldeneye.com.

Los Angeles

THESTARRY STAY

Unlike other historic LA hotels, the
Hollywood Rooseveltradiates infamy
and (hist)ory withoutlooking tired.

Its Spanish-casastyleis astimeless
asthe palm-shadedpoolterrace
where Marilyn Monroe onceidled
(overlooked by the dazzling suite now
named after her). Stake outalounger
before10.30am — guests don'thave
priority. Doubles from £250, roomonly;
thehollywoodroosevelt.com.

THEBUDGETBASE

AtHotel Normandie, the bones of
alovely '20s building areimmaculately
preserved, but cosy, hip touches (retro
diner, chunky coffee mugs) makeit
homey.It'sintrendy Koreatown, handy
for delicious, cheap eats — and taxi-able
tothe sights.Hangaroundinthe lobby at
free-wine Happy Hour (4.30pm-6pm).
Doubles from £120,roomonly; hotel
normandiela.com.

THEMODERNMOTEL

Across the Hollywood Hills fromthe
Sunset Stripis the classic Sportsmen’s
Lodge. Thelocationis the celeb-
thronged Studio City. Its history
embraces early Hollywood (Bette
Davis and Clark Gable were regulars),
thenitwas afaded motel. Nowit's
beenresurrectedas aretro hotel. Ask
foraroomaway fromthe groups
who often stay. Doubles from £149,
roomonly; sportsmenslodge.com.

Tokyo

THESKYSCRAPINGSTAY

Keio PlazaHotel Tokyo, by Shinjuku
station, stretches across two towers,
onerisingacloud-grazing 47 floors.
Besides the many guestrooms, ranging
fromwallet-friendly to refurbed and
spacious, there's atea-ceremony
space, reflexology salonand countless
restaurants. Book aroomonthe Club
floor (from £334,B&B) and from the
free-food-filled lounge you'll see
Mount Fuji. Doubles from £171,
roomonly; keioplaza.com.

THECAPSULEHOTEL

Inhistoric Asakusa, Book and Bed
Asakusais one of the few capsule
hotels selling doubles. Eachpod — with
asimple bedand curtain (by law, doors
can'tbelocked) —is surrounded by
bookcases. There's free wi-fi, earplugs
andluggage storage.Doubles from £51,
roomonly; bookandbedtokyo.com.

THECOSY RYOKAN

Setacross severalbuildingsinasleepy
neighbourhood north of museum-
central Ueno, Hanare nails the ryokan
aesthetic — tatami-matfloors, glass
doors, neatly folded futons — and has
its own sento (public bath), free for
guests, But — unusual for traditional
Inns — staff speak Englishand arrange
localmeals, bike hire andkimono-
shopping. Doubles from £141,room
only; hanare hagiso.jp.



