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Dréaming of your next joufney?:
jjoy these avian armchair adventures
, In Mexico, Costa Rica and Jamaica.
BY ANN WYCOFF
e
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Destinations / JoURNEY

When Not Birding Lyndalee Burks arranges adventures with knowledge-
Play 18 holes on the Greg N artof the PGA 3 treksinto the
Toun), pedal y to the beach club for
strolls in the sugar white sand or snorkeling in the crys-
tal clear water, or nargs at the pool's swim-up bar.

Enjoy a Natura B al » spavillaset
Dine under the y Tavern Coffee Estate
Thaicuisine » a and then head

i "

course a assage, or during sun.

‘mayakoba.com set yoga. Eat local at the roadside jerk shacks or sipa rum
punch, Mon, spiked with Blackwell's own smooth dark rum

Two Other Bird- E & New Jamaican cuisine in the resort’s old
plantation-styled dining room. Reggae music fans should

BLUE MOUNTAINS, JAMAICA undertake a pilgrimage to the Bob Marley Museum in

While most Jamaica for Kingst

beach playgrounds, birders should note that this tropical

isle is the avian gom of the Caribbean with more than 300 GUANACASTE, COSTA RICA

species. A foray into the biodiverse Blue Mountains, part

One of the top ten birding spots in the world with more

of a UNESCO World Heritage Site, reveals
X

trails cloaked by giant ferns, flowering plants, orchids and
vines. All 28 endemic species reside here in the lush forests,

pe ta Ricais asa Eden,
rich with wildlife experiences and soul-stirring bird-
watching in diverse ecosystems from the cloud forest,
humid lowlands, dry forests, to the mangroves or coral
reefs. The province of Guanacaste (old

along with
Look for the Jamaican Woodpecker, Yellow-shouldered
Grassquit, Chestnut-bellied Cuckoo, Jamaican Euphonia
3 indalis, Greater Antillean Bullfinch, Bly

coast) offers birders distinct experiences as its Pacific

coastline teems with sea wildlife, creating a dynamic

place to espy pelicans, magnificent fragata, Osprey, the
d Jabiru and other coastal birds, whil

eet,J Tody,

ical dry forests are home to a medley of avifau

You a of

rare Crested Quail-Dove or Jamaican Blackbird, Friendly
Holywell National

Black-headed Trogons, St

track the birds on yourst, while the truly adventurous can
opt for the 7-mile trek to Blue Mountain Peak at 7402 feet

Where to Stay
Strawberry Hil

Kasiiya Papagayo
‘This newly minted luxury camp on 123 acres has just ive,

wild with resident bird enthusiast Alejandro Jara and trips

Chris Blackwell, nusic legend hed Bob
Marley, U2, Cat Stevens and more, has equally good taste
when it comes to his inimitable retreats. Part of his Island

in electric
tokicking back with binocs on your private deck with a
Passion Fruit Sour cocktail while sound bathingin birdson,

Outpost C Eyeand The Cavesin
Jamaica), Strawberry Hill reveals the majestic beauty of the
Blue Mountains outside of Kingston, as it's set at 3100 feet,

When Not Birding

lead

I

Fays. There's , tree clim

poster beds, handmade Royal Hut linens, French doors and

hiking, fishing, y massage or indigenous
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